
 

      
The Wexford Volunteer Fire Company in partnership with the Adams Area Fire District is 

pleased to host:  

 

THE NOZZLE FORWARD 

 

Presented by Aaron Fields 

Dates: August 26 & 27, 2017 

8:00am to 6:00pm 

Cost: $180- Includes lunch and refreshments on both days 

The class will be about 20 hours over two days, with about 2 ½ to 3 hours of lecture on 
the first day.  Day one will be at our main station at 228 North Chapel Drive, Wexford, 
PA 15090.  Day two will be at the Butler County Community College Public Safety 
Training Center at 107 College Drive, Butler, PA 16002.  You must attend both days.  
This is a unique training opportunity for the greater Pittsburgh area.  Register soon as 
seats are expected to fill fast.   

For Registration Information: 

Chief Tim Flaherty- tflaherty@twp.pine.pa.us or 724-625-1636 x135 

mailto:tflaherty@twp.pine.pa.us


About the class: 
 
The one thing that every fire department in the country has is fire hose.  The one event that happens 
on every single fire is a hose-line gets pulled and water gets flowed.  The Nozzle Forward is a class 
for engine company crews.  It is not a collection of technique; it is an adaptable system of hose line 
management and fire attack.  It is focused around fighting fire, interior offensive firefighting, 
aggressive firefighting, for which we will never apologize.  Aggressive firefighting is not the problem, it 
is the solution. 
 
For today’s nozzle-person, the art of hose and fire suppression often has been obscured and put to 
the side in favor of other “hot topic” training.  How to attack the fire and move the line has been 
ignored and forgotten by many engine companies.  “The fire goes as the first line goes,” so Go Dog 
Go.  
 
It is the ongoing development of an in-depth study of all things engine.  It is not a “what it” class, it is a 
program designed to engrain the nozzle team to make the right choice and be able to accomplish 
whatever task is necessary for a successful interior attack.  It is not theory; it is proven on fire-grounds 
around the country.  Adapted from a variety of sources, but reconstructed to be based around simple 
principles that maximize mechanical advantage. 
 
The class answers the “why’s,” not just the “what’s,” and quickly creates a system that can be adapted 
to fit any engine company from the urban to the rural. 
 
The goal of “The Nozzle Forward” is to help craft more efficient Engine Companies by increasing the 
individuals’ competency with their tools and expanding on the conceptual aspects of the fire 
environment. 
 
The course will integrate the three major components of engine company work; fire behavior, hose 
management, and fire attack. 
 
Now let’s go do good work…   
 
-THE NOZZLE FORWARD 
 
 

 

About Aaron Fields: 
 
Aaron Fields is a firefighter for the City of Seattle and the OG of the 
Nozzle Forward.  Between his dad, brother, and himself, there is 
nearly always a Fields member on watch somewhere in the 5t h  
battalion.  Aaron rides backwards on Engine Company 28, and is 
usually found with a nozzle in his hands.  His aspiration has always 
been to ride on the back of Engine 28, allowing him to work in the 
neighborhood he grew up in, (98118 shout-out!)  He is known for his 
dislike of “the MAN”, tendency to question authority, and zealous 
belief that good basics win.  Aaron developed the skills shared in the 
Nozzle Forward in an unrelenting pursuit of all things engine.  The 
skills are adapted from many sources, but reconstructed to be based 
around simple principles that maximize mechanical advantage.  At 
the request of folks who wanted to see how he was going about 
hand-line use the Nozzle Forward was born as a program and has 
been keeping “pimp-hands loose” since 2008.  When all else fails, 
give ‘em a West Coast Salute…. 
 

 


